
 

 

Charles Phelps Taft Research Center  

at the University of Cincinnati 

Collections Purchase Application 

 

Each section (I-IV) should be placed at the start of a new page. All required materials must be included in 

a single document, uploaded to the electronic submissions system, no later than 5PM on the published 

day of the deadline. Intradepartmental review is required for this program. Applicants should submit 

their application with enough time to receive intradepartmental review prior to the close of the deadline. 

Taft does not accept an obligation to review applications that have not received intradepartmental review 

by the close of the deadline.  

 

I. General Information 

a. Name: Sally Moffitt for Professor Elizabeth (Lily) Frierson who is out of 

the country 

b. M#: 00032651 (this is Sally Moffitt’s M #  Prof. Frierson did not give me 

hers) 

c. Department:  History (Professor Frierson) 

d. Position: Faculty Member Dept. of History 

e. Author/Editor/Compiler:  N/A 

f. Title of Requested Materials: First World War Portal Visual Perspectives 

and Narratives 

g. Publisher/Distributor:  Adam Matthew Digital 

h. Date of Publication:  2014 

i. Edition: Computer file 

j. Format: Digital 

k. Series: First World War Portal 3rd and last part 

l. Price: List price=$47,500.00  UC discounted price=$25,000.00 

m. ISBN/ISSN:N/A 

n. OCLC# (if known): 879427916 

o. Place of Publication: Marlborough, England 



p. Other Funding Applied For or Received for This Project (list source and 

amounts requested and awarded): History Department has pledged 

$2,000.00 from its Von Rosenstiel fund.  The Dean of University of Cincinnati 

Libraries had pledged $5,000.00 from Library funds. 

q. Is this a joint application? If “Yes” complete the following section for all 

participating faculty Not a joint application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

II.  Taft Grant History: 

2014: $3,700.00 Project Title WWI in the Middle East:  Istanbul, Turkey travel 

grant /development of project for publication 2 articles 1 conference paper 

2011: Faculty Domestic Conference Travel Grant to present at the Middle East 

Studies Association Meeting 

2011: Charles P. Taft Memorial Foundation Grant to fund the Great Lakes 

Ottoman Workshop of works in progress 

2008: SRF and Supplement intended to fund research in Istanbul but I used a 

URC grant instead 

2007-2008: Convener Taft Research Seminar on Popular Cultures in the Middle 

East/No joint publication, individual publications by nearly 2 dozen presenters 

during the year  

2007: Charles P. Taft Memorial Foundation Grant for Conference Travel to present 

recently published research 

2007 Charles P. Taft Memorial Foundation Grant for International Conference 

Travel/Organized and presented in thematic conversation at Middle East Studies 

Association Annual Meeting on Occupied Spaces.  First look at new project on 

occupied Istanbul no publication yet 

2006: Charles P. Taft Memorial Foundation Grant for Conference Travel/attended 

Middle East Studies Association Annual Meeting as board member of the 

Turkish Studies Association and editor of the association’s journal; issues of 

journal in press 

2006-2011: Multiple competitive lecture grants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

 

III.  Project Proposal 

Proposal Narrative Database Acquisition:  The First World War: Visual Perspectives 

and Narratives 

Let me open our application by first acknowledging the generous support from Taft for 

last year’s acquisition of the first two parts of this important Adam Matthew database: 

(1) Personal Experiences and (2) Propaganda and Recruitment.  In addition to or own 

faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students using this archive for their 

research and writing, our visiting scholars for the National Endowment for the 

Humanities Summer Institute on World War I and the Arts: Sound, Vision, Psyche 

($196,858) were able to mine the archive for untouched and rarely analyzed resources. 

Moreover, by making this database available for innovative intellectual work, and by 

hosting several sessions of the Summer Institute, the Taft Research Center both 

highlighted UC’s and Taft’s commitment to scholarly research and our investment in 

research resources, and made a material difference in the quality of the Summer 

Institute.  It is significant that our NEH Fellows’ work product from the4 Institute has 

been tapped by the NEH for inclusion in the EdSITEment project and UC and Taft will 

be acknowledged on the website of the NEH for this important and exciting 

contribution to WWI information and analysis freely available to anyone around the 

globe with internet access, as well as the new narrative strategies our Summer Fellows 



developed for telling the story of total war’s impact on combatant and civilian 

populations in Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and North America.   

 I am applying to the NEH to run Summer Institutes on WWI in 2016 and 2018, and the 

third and final, visual section of the database will greatly strengthen this application.  The 

2014 NEH grant laid the foundation for cross-college (the medical school) and town-gown 

collaborations for the next four years.  For 2016, I plan to integrate DAAP into the 

Summer Institute program more fully, and the focus on images of this section will leverage 

our ability to build further our A&S ties with other colleges.  Acquisition of this third 

section of the database, then, would help build UC and Cincinnati as important centers of 

continuing research into the war.  In addition, as a scholar who uses image analysis in 

research as well as teaching in the classroom and online, I find this section of the database 

to be most useful for my ongoing projects. 

      

World War I is a fast-growing area of study.  While this might seem an odd statement, 

since it is surely one of the most overwritten periods of history to date, in fact much 

remains to be done.  Scholars in many fields around the world are working to deepen our 

understanding of ordinary people’s experience of the war, expand our understanding of the 

war beyond Europe, and to integrate new disciplinary and interdisciplinary analytical and 

narrative techniques with data from the war.  2014 marks the emergence of many new 

primary sources online and in print about the war, and the database identified by Sally 

Moffitt for acquisition is one of the most promising.  The Department of History has 

several scholars carrying out research and teaching courses at all levels on World War I, 

including Europe, European colonial territories, Russia, and the U.S.  Beyond 2014-2018, 



however, the Great War is a critically important time period for our understanding of the 

20
th

 century, mechanized warfare, and the modern era in general.  Its enduring importance 

informs the research and teaching of several of our colleagues, many of them junior 

scholars whose research careers will be greatly supported by access to these databases.  

 

As Sally Moffitt wrote most eloquently in her letter of support for last year’s acquisition of 

the first two-thirds of the database, “[n]o veteran of that war now survives to bear witness 

or offer testimony.  It is all the more welcome that Adam Matthew digital editions is 

bringing these long-silenced voices to life through a remarkable collection of personal 

writings, photographs, sketches, paintings, scrapbooks, albums, trench journals, and 

related documents that illuminate the lived experience of those who stood on either side of 

a historical dividing line and participated in that cataclysmic division of historical time.”  

This is as good a summary as can be made of the Personal Experiences database.  Her 

summary of the Propaganda and Recruitment database is that it addresses “issues faced by 

each of the combatant nations such as recruitment into national armies and navies, 

troop training, military and civilian morale, public opinion, censorship, and the 

development of various forms of propaganda for home front and international 

consumption and persuasion.”  As she notes for this year’s application, the 

collection’s wealth of “posters, photographs, works of art, and cartoons” in several 

languages will be useful for research beyond our college and allow for successful 

cross-college, interdisciplinary work in languages and literature, visual culture in 

the fine arts and performing arts, and film studies. 

 



Another remarkable feature of this database is its depth, founded in a wide array of 

leading as well as obscure archival and library collections on the war.   In examining 

the databases through the trial access, I found it clear that hundreds of 

undergraduate and graduate research and writing projects can be generated by 

these two databases, perhaps sparking research careers and strengthening our 

graduate students’ ability to compete for jobs.   For my own purposes, teaching both 

graduate and undergraduate courses on WWI, carrying out research on refugee 

flows during the war, and also running the NEH Summer Institute, I expect to make 

extensive use of both of these databases in several directions.  Our faculty and 

graduate students, if able to use these databases, will also be better positioned to 

write sophisticated and successful applications for outside funding for research.  As 

you will see in their letters of support, our junior faculty’s research projects are 

already quite strong, and their enthusiasm for these databases is well-informed and 

in itself proof of these sources’ importance. Taft and departmental investment in this 

acquisition would provide important and productive support at several levels to 

research and teaching in several Taft departments on a topic of great current and 

enduring interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IV.  Curriculum Vitae 

Elizabeth B. Frierson, Ph.D.  Associate Professor, History of the Middle East and North 
Africa, University of Cincinnati Department of History 
Elizabeth.Frierson@uc.edu 
  
Education: Princeton University ‘Department of Near Eastern  
Studies M.A. 1988, Ph.D. 1996 
University of Vermont Department of Comparative Religion B.A. 1981 
 
Recent Fellowships, Awards and Honors:  

2013-14 Faculty Director, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute 

on WWI and the Arts:  Sound, Vision, Psyche 

1998-13  Charles P. Taft Memorial Foundation Grants (see cover sheet for details)  

2013  University of Cincinnati Faculty Development Funds Fellowship, Center for the 

Enhancement of Teaching and Learning Institute in Online Course Design 

2010  University of Cincinnati Faculty Development Funds Fellowship for research 

in Syria (declined) 

2008  University Research Council Summer Research Fellowship (Istanbul) 

2004-11  Undergraduate Teaching Recognition (Commencement awards) 

2007-10  Turner Scholars (minority undergraduate) Mentor Recognition 

2004-05  Visiting Fellow, Princeton University Department of Near Eastern Studies 

2001-02  Funded participant and workshop leader, Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin and 

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Seminar on “Public Spheres and Muslim 

Identities” 

2000-03  National Endowment for the Humanities Grant for National Education Projects 

(with Camron Amin of University of Michigan/Dearborn and Benjamin Fortna, 

University of London School of Oriental and African Studies) 

1998  Institute of Turkish Studies Grants for (1) Development of Traditional and 

Electronic Teaching Resources on Turkey and the Ottoman Empire and (2) 

mailto:Elizabeth.Frierson@uc.edu


Acquisition of Library Materials 

Academic Appointments 

2014-15 Visiting Professor, Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey 

2007-10  Founding Director, University of Cincinnati Middle East Studies Certificate 

2013-now Outside committee member, doctoral committee for Harry 

Bastermajian (U Chicago), “Educating the public:  Understanding social change 

through print”  

2006-08  Outside committee member, doctoral committee for Julia Phillips Cohen 

(Stanford) "Fashioning Imperial Citizens: Sephardi Jews and the Ottoman 

State, 1856-1912” currently tenure-track in joint appointment in history and 

Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt 

2004-08   Outside committee member, doctoral committee for G. Carole Woodall 

(NYU) , “Sensing the City: Sound, Movement, and the Night in 1920’s Istanbul” 

tenure-track in History at U of Colorado/Colorado Springs 

2004-10  Outside committee member, doctoral committee for Lerna Ekmekçioğlu (NYU) 

“Improvising Turkishness: Being Armenian in Post-Ottoman Istanbul” tenure-

track in History at MIT 

2004-05  Visiting Fellow, Princeton University Department of Near Eastern Studies 

2004-now  Associate Professor, University of Cincinnati Department of History 

Publications 

2014  “War Breaks the Man: Ottoman masculinities in a time of war” in Devrim Ümit, 

Ottoman Empire: Foundational Coexistences (Cambridge Scholars, 2014) 

2014  “Censorship I: Historical” in Encyclopaedia of Islam, 3rd Edition (Brill) 

(forthcoming) 

2006  The Modern Middle East: A Sourcebook for History (Oxford University Press), 

coedited with Camron Amin and Ben Fortna, 2cnd ed. requested and in 

preparation  

2005  “Women in Ottoman Intellectual History” in Late Ottoman Society: The 

Intellectual Heritage, (Brill) ed. by Elisabeth Özdalga 

2005  “Male Advocacy of Women’s Rights”, Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic 



Cultures, Brill 

2004  “Patriots shop: Print culture, patriotism, and consumer values in the late-

Ottoman empire”, in Dale Eickelman and Armando Salvatore, Editors, Public 

Islam and the Common Good, Brill 

2000  “Mirrors Out, Mirrors In: Domestication and rejection of the foreign in late-

Ottoman women’s magazines (1875-1908)”, Women, Patronage, and Self- 

Representation in Islamic Societies, Editor, Dede Fairchild Ruggles, SUNY  

1999 “‘Cheap and Easy’: Patriotic consumer culture in the late-Ottoman era”, 

Consumption in the Ottoman Empire, Editor Donald Quataert, SUNY  

1999  “The debatability of Islam in late-Ottoman serials and censorship”, ISIM 

Newsletter, 2/99 

1995  “Unimagined Communities: Educational reform and civic identity among late-

Ottoman women”, Critical Matrix 9:2, Fall 1995 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 







 


